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REPORT: AIRLINES: NORTH AMERICA 

What you need to know 
March 2023 
 

This report presents a roundup of what’s been happening to North America’s airlines over the last month. 

Major airlines 

Air Canada 

Amsterdam flights starting 

From June 2, Air Canada will start a new seasonal five-times weekly service to Amsterdam from Montreal. 

The service will operate until October 14 and complements an existing year-round service from Toronto. 

Delta Air Lines 

Pilots ratify a four-year deal 

Pilots at Delta have agreed a pay deal running until the end of 2026, which includes a 34% increase in pay 

over the life of the contract, as well as improvements to quality of life, vacations and other benefits.  

Low-cost carriers 

Allegiant Airlines 

Solid performance in February 

Leisure airline Allegiant Air carried 1.24 million passengers in February, 13% more than in the same month 

in 2022. It expanded capacity by 2.3%, and with traffic growing by 12%, its load factor improved by 7.6 

points to 85.4%. 

Avelo Airlines 

Three new Raleigh-Durham routes 

Avelo Airlines has stationed a second Boeing 737 at Raleigh-Durham to support to launch of three new 

domestic routes, bringing its network from the airport to ten destinations. On June 14, Avelo will start 

twice-weekly services to Memphis and Rochester. Twice-weekly flights to Manchester-Boston Regional 

airport will follow a week later.  

Breeze Airways 

Two new Charleston routes 

Salt Lake City-based Breeze Airways is planning to launch two new routes from Charleston, West Virginia, 

from May 31. It will offer twice-weekly services to both Charleston, South Carolina, and Orlando. Breeze is 

following a strategy of filling gaps left by larger carriers in mid-sized markets. 
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Canada Jetlines 

Codeshare under discussion with Qatar Airways 

Canadian start-up Canada Jetlines is discussing a potential codeshare with Qatar Airways. If approved, it 

would enable the Canadian airline’s passengers to access destinations in the Middle East, Africa and Asia. 

Elsewhere in North America, Qatar Airways is looking to expand an existing codeshare with JetBlue.  

Flair Airlines 

New international routes planned for October 

Canadian carrier Flair Airlines has announced plans for the October launch of three new routes to the U.S. 

and two to Mexico. On October 29, it will start four-times weekly flights from Toronto to Puerto Vallarta, 

with thrice-weekly services from Kitchener-Waterloo following on December 16. 

During October, Flair will also start seven-times weekly service to Las Vegas and four weekly flights to 

Phoenix, both from Calgary. It will also launch a twice-weekly service from Ottawa to Las Vegas. 

Frontier Airlines 

Atlanta network expanding 

During May, Frontier will expand its Atlanta operation with three new domestic and three new international 

routes. New domestic services will comprise daily flights to both Ontario and San Diego and thrice-weekly 

flights to Salt Lake City. It will also start twice-weekly services to both Santo Domingo in the Dominican 

Republic and Guatemala City. 

JetBlue Airways 

Three new summer routes announced 

As part of its Northeast Alliance (NEA) with American Airlines, JetBlue will begin daily flights from New 

York JFK to Washington Ronald Reagan National Airport from June 15. Separately, it will start summer 

seasonal daily services from Westchester County to Martha’s Vineyard and Charleston.  

Paris service confirmed 

JetBlue has confirmed June 29 as the start date for its new daily transatlantic service from New York JFK to 

Paris Charles de Gaulle.  

Spirit Airlines 

Regulators sue to block merger with JetBlue  

The US Department of Justice (DOJ) has filed an antitrust lawsuit seeking to block Spirit Airlines’ planned 

merger with JetBlue. It alleges the deal would result in higher prices for travelers by removing an ultra-low-

cost carrier from the market.  

The DOJ is particularly concerned about the 40 routes operated by both JetBlue and Spirit. It has noted 

Spirit’s own internal documents, which claim average fares fall by 17% when it starts flying a route, and 

JetBlue’s estimates that fares rise by up to 30% when Spirit exits a route. 

Two new routes from Norfolk 

Spirit Airlines has launched daily non-stop services from Norfolk, Virginia, to Fort Lauderdale and Orlando.  
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Swoop 

New domestic route in summer expansion 

WestJet-owned Canadian low-cost carrier Swoop will start a new four-times weekly domestic service from 

London, Ontario, to Abbotsford as part of its summer schedule. The airline will also resume summer-only 

services from Hamilton to Charlottetown and Deer Lake, with six weekly connecting flights offered from 

Hamilton to Toronto. 

Other airlines 

Hawaiian Airlines  

Confidence in face of Southwest competition  

Despite increased competition from Southwest Airlines, the CEO of Hawaiian Airlines is confident that the 

carrier can compete and retain market leadership in Hawaii. It mainly faces competition from Southwest on 

routes from the U.S. West Coast, but the low-cost carrier has also operated some flights within Hawaii. 

Hawaiian Airlines is banking on the appeal of its Extra Comfort product, with more legroom, priority 

services and extra legroom, as well as its front cabin offering.  

WestJet 

Sunwing takeover approved 

The Canadian government has approved WestJet’s takeover of Sunwing Airlines, but it has made it subject 

to conditions aimed at ensuring airline competition, connectivity and customer service are not damaged. In 

its original review, Canada’s federal Competition Bureau raised concerns about increased prices, less 

choice and decreases in service. To address these, Sunwing must expand its vacation offering to five new 

Canadian cities. The merged company must maintain capacity on routes most affected by the merger , 

while improving both regional connectivity and baggage handling for a better passenger experience. 

 

 

The information presented in this report represents the latest view as at March 29, 2023. We have carefully researched and checked 

the information contained. However, we do not guarantee or warrant the correctness, completeness or topicality of this article and do 

not accept any liability for any damage or loss as a result of the use of the information contained within this article.  

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this report, please email mike.eggleton@bcdtravel.co.uk to share your thoughts. 
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