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NEWS RELEASE
2019 Industry Forecast for Global Corporate Travel
BCD Travel: Global hotel rates to increase 1-3% and air fares by 1-2% in most markets;
strong competition to check increased demand for regional fares
UTRECHT, The Netherlands – September 19, 2018 – Global hotel rates will increase around the
world by 1-3% in 2019 and air fares by 1-2% in most markets, according to leading business travel
management company BCD Travel’s newly released 2019 Industry Forecast. The increase in hotel
rates is largely due to demand growth slightly outpacing supply in most markets. Air fares are
expected to remain flat in Africa, decrease 2% in Latin America and increase by 1% or 2% in all
other regions.
The 2019 Industry Forecast provides travel and procurement managers with projected prices in
preparation for supplier negotiations and budgeting. The forecast, published in prior years by
Advito, the consulting arm of BCD Travel, includes supply, demand, and pricing trends for air, hotel,
meetings, and ground transportation for all major regions of the world.
Globally, average ticket prices for regional and intercontinental travel in both business and
economy class are expected to rise by 1% in 2019. Regionally, average ticket prices will vary
between -2 and +3%, with the largest decreases seen in economy fares in Latin America and the
largest increases in business class fares in the Southwest Pacific region. In Latin America, increased
competition will be responsible for downward pricing pressure while in the Southwest Pacific, flat
capacity and increasing demand will lift regional air fares.
Hotel rates are expected to increase by 1-3% worldwide, with little variation by region. Much wider
ranges can be seen on a country level, such as in India, where a 6% to 8% rate increase is forecast.
Inversely, lower rates are most likely in African markets, particularly in Ethiopia and Morocco. In
the U.S., hotel occupancy is generally higher year-over-year, especially in the major cities, thanks to
the continued strength of the U.S. economy. Travelers may experience severe availability issues in
some locations.
In addition to its pricing forecasts and buying strategy recommendations for air, hotel, meetings
and ground transportation for each major region of the world, BCD Travel’s 2019 Industry Forecast
also includes discussions of:
•
•
•
•
•

Travel risk and security
Hotel chainwide agreements
Alternative accommodations
Global and regional macroeconomic trends
Hotel mergers and meetings
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•
•

Hotel dynamic pricing
And more

The BCD Travel 2019 Industry Forecast is available at www.bcdtravel.com.

About BCD Travel
BCD Travel helps companies make the most of what they spend on travel. For travelers, this means
keeping them safe and productive, and equipping them to make good choices on the road. For
travel and procurement managers, it means advising them on how to grow the value of their travel
program. In short, we help our clients travel smart and achieve more. We make this happen in 109
countries with almost 13,500 creative, committed and experienced people. And it’s how we
maintain the industry’s most consistent client retention rate (95% over the past 10 years), with
2017 sales of US$25.7 billion. For more information, visit www.bcdtravel.com. \

About BCD Group
BCD Group is a market leader in the travel industry. The privately-owned company was founded in
1975 by John Fentener van Vlissingen and consists of BCD Travel (global corporate travel
management), Travix (online travel: CheapTickets, Vliegwinkel, BudgetAir, Flugladen and Vayama),
Park ‘N Fly (off-airport parking) and Airtrade (consolidation and fulfillment). BCD Group employs
over 14,500 people and operates in 109 countries with total sales of US$27.9 billion, including
US$10.4 billion partner sales. For more information, visit www.bcdgroup.com.

